CAPE COD CANAL & SANDWICH BEACHES

SHORE DAMAGE MITIGATION STUDY

APPENDIX Al

ENVIRONMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE



This Page Intentionally Left Blank



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
696 VIRGINIA ROAD
CONCORD MA 01742-2751

November.17, 2017

Planning Division

Mark Murray-Brown

Section 7 Coordinator

Protected Resources Division

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester Massachusetts 01930

Dear Mr. Murray-Brown,

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), New England District NAE) and the Town
of Sandwich, would like to formally invite a member of your staff to a coordinated site visit in
Sandwich, Massachusetts, on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 (details below). We will be meeting
to discuss a study to consider the alternatives for the mitigation of shore damages caused by the
Corps’ Cape Cod Canal Federal Navigation Project (FNP) in the town of Sandwich,
Massachusetts, under the Continuing Authorities Program, Section 111 (authorized by the River
and Harbor Act of 1986, as amended). The purpose of this letter and site visit is to obtain your
comments on the proposed project. Attachment 1 is a location map enclosed to aid you in your
preliminary review.

The town of Sandwich is located on Cape Cod, on the southwestern shore of Cape Cod
Bay, in Barnstable County. The beaches in the town of Sandwich, including Town Neck Beach
and Spring Hill Beach have a history of erosion due to storm events and sea level rise. Since
1906 erosion has occurred at an approximate rate of 2-3 feet per year and this rate appears to
have accelerated to 6.5 feet per year in recent years. The beaches, which are comprised of a mix
of sand, gravel, and cobble with dunes, are down drift of the Cape Cod Canal east entrance.

The Cape Cod Canal provides safe and efficient passage for commercial and recreational
vessels wishing to transit between Cape Cod Bay and Buzzards Bay. However, the Canal’s east
entrance jetties appear to interrupt the natural longshore sediment transport from northwest to
southeast and appear to be the primary cause of erosion along the Town’s beaches. Foreseeable
impacts caused by continued erosion include damages to shorefront properties, Sandwich Great
Marsh, and flooding of the historic downtown Sandwich area. Consequently, Town of Sandwich
officials have expressed concern and an interest in conducting an investigation to develop long
term strategies for managing erosion problems along Town Neck and Spring Hill beaches.

The study will evaluate various alternatives, including the No Action alternative. Other
alternatives include various sources of sand and bypass measures to rebuild the beach and
provide long term replenishment of sand to the downdrift beaches. Potential sources of sand
include the area of accumulation updrift of the northern jetty and from periodic maintenance




dredging of the Canal as well as other offshore sources identified in the course of the study.
Structural alternatives to be studied include construction of a breakwater along Town Neck
Beach; construction of a seawall or stone revetment along both Town Neck and Spring Hill
Beaches; adjustment of the north jetty by either removal, shortening, lowering, or adding a spur
jetty; lengthening the south jetty to match then length as the north jetty; the construction of T-
shaped groins; and the removal or adjustment of existing groins.

USACE will be preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) and Clean Water Act,
Section 404(b)(1) evaluation and obtaining a Water Quality Certificate to address impacts to the
environment from the alternatives listed above. In order to obtain agency input to the study and
alternatives, the Corps is planning a coordinated site visit with interested state and federal
agencies, town officials and non-governmental organizations. The purpose of the meeting will
be to explain the proposed project and to elicit agency concerns and suggestions. Your agency’s
participation at this meeting would be appreciated. We will meet at the Sandwich Town Hall
located at 130 Main Street, Sandwich, Massachusetts and then proceed to Town Neck Beach on
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 10:00 am rain or shine.

We are requesting written preliminary comments on the proposed project (which will be
described in more detail during the site visit) from your agency within 30 days of the meeting.
Comments should include any concerns that need to be addressed during the planning of the
proposed project specifically with regards to the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act and the
Endangered Species Act. Comments in support of the project as presented are also requested.

We look forward to your contribution towards this project. Please feel free to contact me

at (978) 318-8685 (Michael.S.Riccio@usace.army.mil), or the project ecologist, Grace Moses at
(978) 318-8717 (C.Grace.Moses@usace.army.mil) if you have any questions about this project.

Sincerely,

Michael Riccio
Project Manager
Enclosure

Copies Furnished
Mr. Zach Jylkka: Zachary.jylkka@noaa.gov




Attachment 1. Sandwich Section 111 study area and sediment transport.
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Similar letters were sent to the following agencies:

Mr. Robert Boeri

The Massachusetts Office of
Coastal Zone Management

251 Causeway Street, Suite 800
Boston, MA 02114-2138

Ms. Regina Lyons

U.S EPA New England, Region 1
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Boston, MA 02109-3912

Mr. Tom Chapman

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
New England Field Office

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301

Ms. Bettina Washington

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Wampanoag Tribe of

Gay Head (Aquinnah)

20 Black Brook Rd.

Aquinnah, MA 02535

Ms. Jackie Leclaire

Wetlands Protection Unit

U.S EPA New England, Region 1
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Boston, MA 02109-3912

Mr. Thomas French

Assistant Director

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
Program

100 Hartwell Street, Suite 230

West Boylston, MA 01583

Mr. Ronald Amidon
Commissioner

Department of Fish and Game
251 Causeway St, Suite 400
Boston, MA. 02114-2152

Ms. Millie Garcia-Serrano
Regional Director
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection
Southeast Regional Office
20 Riverside Drive

Lakeville, MA 02347

Ms. Ramona Peters

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe

483 Great Neck Road South
Mashpee, MA 02649

Ms. Brona Simon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02114




Mr. Lou Chiarella

NOAA Fisheries Service
Northeast Regional Office
Habitat Conservation Division
55 Great Republic Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930

Mr. David Schrader

Sandwich Historical Commission
16 Jan Sebastian Drive
Sandwich, MA 02563




From: Moses, Catherine G CIV USARMY CENAE (US)

To: Riccio, Michael S CIV USARMY CENAE (US); ddeconto@townofsandwich.net; dlapp@townofsandwich.net;
Stephen.mckenna@state.ma.us; robert.boeri@state.ma.us; Nelson.ericp@epa.gov; Colarusso.phil@epa.gov;
Reiner.ed@epa.gov; Eileen.feeney@state.ma.gov; Alison.verkade@noaa.gov; gdunham@townofsandwich.net;
lhassler@kinlingrover.com; Dwalsh@whgrp.com; Kbosma@whgrp.com; Jim.mahala@state.ma.us;
Susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov; Paiva, Marcos A CIV USARMY CENAE (USA); Wong, David W (DEP); Rosenberg, Eric
C CIV USARMY CENAE (USA); Winter, Lisa R CIV USARMY CENAE (US); Zachary Jylkka - NOAA Federal;
Ifiends@wharp.com; hharper@sandwichmass.org

Subject: USACE Sandwich Section 111 Expanded Borrow Site Meeting
Start: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 1:00:00 PM

End: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 3:00:00 PM

Location: Webex

Good afternoon all,

Thank you for your participation in the Doodle poll for the Scusset Beach expanded borrow site footprint meeting. Material from the borrow site is
anticipated to be used for nourishment of Town Neck Beach under the Corp’s Section 111 program. Please mark your calendars for July 1 from 1-3pm
for a webex meeting. Doodle is not allowing me to see everyone who was unable to participate in the poll so please forward this invite to anyone |
might have missed and has an interest in this project.

Thank you,

Grace Moses

Biologist

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New England District

978-318-8717

-- Do not delete or change any of the following text. --

When it's time, join your Webex meeting here.

Meeting number: 146 661 9636

Meeting password: 1234

Join meeting <https://usace.webex.com/usace/j.php?MTID=m49aeb634d1caffb3dfd53528991e8822>

Join by phone

Tap to call in from a mobile device (attendees only)

Call-in number (ATT Audio Conference): 1-2132702124 (US) <tel:%2B1-2132702124,,00*5098899%23,,,%23>
Call-in toll-free number (ATT Audio Conference): 1-8882733658 (US) <tel:1-8882733658,,*00*5098899%23,,,%23>
Show global numbers <https://www.teleconference.att.com/servlet/glbAccess?
process=1&accessNumber=8882733658&accessCode=5098899&accessNumber2=2132702124>

Access Code: 509 889 9

If you are a host, click here <https://usace.webex.com/usace/j.php?MTID=m1ed09c¢847a51b996¢c3bbd6205d19dc13> to view host information.

Need help? Go to http://help.webex.com
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From: Moses, Catherine G CIV USARMY CENAE (US)

To: Moses, Catherine G CIV USARMY CENAE (US)
Subject: FW: USACE Sandwich Section 111 Expanded Borrow Site Meeting
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 4:06:55 PM

From: Riccio, Michael S CIV USARMY CENAE (US) <Michael.S.Riccio@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 4:33 PM

To: Moses, Catherine G CIV USARMY CENAE (US) <C.Grace.Moses@usace.army.mil>;
ddeconto@townofsandwich.net; dlapp@townofsandwich.net;
Stephen.mckenna@state.ma.us; robert.boeri@state.ma.us; Nelson.erico@epa.gov;
Colarusso.phil@epa.gov; Reiner.ed@epa.gov; Eileen.feeney@state.ma.gov;
Alison.verkade@noaa.gov; gdunham@townofsandwich.net; Ihassler@kinlingrover.com;
Dwalsh@whgrp.com; Kbosma@whgrp.com; Jim.mahala@state.ma.us;
Susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov; Paiva, Marcos A CIV USARMY CENAE (USA)
<Marcos.A.Paiva@usace.army.mil>; Wong, David W (DEP) <david.w.wong@state.ma.us>;
Rosenberg, Eric C CIV USARMY CENAE (USA) <Eric.C.Rosenberg@usace.army.mil>; Winter, Lisa
R CIV USARMY CENAE (US) <Lisa.R.Winter@usace.army.mil>; Zachary Jylkka - NOAA Federal
<zachary.jylkka@noaa.gov>; Ifiends@whgrp.com; hharper@sandwichmass.org

Cc: Bosma Kirk <kbosma@woodsholegroup.com>; Engler, Lisa (ENV)
<lisa.engler@state.ma.us>; Walsh David <dwalsh@woodsholegroup.com>; Deconto, Dave
<ddeconto@sandwichmass.org>; Dunham, George <gdunham@sandwichmass.org>;
Robinson, David S (ENV) <david.s.robinson@state.ma.us>

Subject: RE: USACE Sandwich Section 111 Expanded Borrow Site Meeting

Good Afternoon Everyone,

Thank you in advance for your participation in tomorrow’s discussion regarding the Cape Cod
Canal/Town Neck Beach Section 111 feasibility study. I've attached a slide deck that we’ll be
working off of during the discussion. Many of you are probably familiar with the problems and
opportunities at this site so we’ll likely be able to skim through some of the context but |
didn’t want to omit those slides either, in case we did want to take a closer look at any of the
background info. The primary purpose of the meeting is to give you an early look at the
recommended plan, explain how we came to that recommendation and then most
importantly, hear your initial thoughts in concerns with respect to environmental impacts to
the sensitive resources we know exist on site. With that in mind | would imagine much of the
focus would be on the last ten slides or so

Agenda

1305: Opening Remarks and Roll call
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https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/habitat/efh/#list






http://www.fws.gov/chesapeakebay/savpage.html
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GRAIN SIZE ANALYSIS
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